[A study on auditory disturbances after microvascular decompression for hemifacial spasm].
After establishing an operation of microvascular decompression by Jannetta in 1975, an improvement rate of hemifacial spasm have increased. However, postoperative hearing deficits, equilibrium disturbances and facial paresis have been described in some publications. Fifty-seven of 119 patients with hemifacial spasm operated from 1982 to 1989, were examined by audiometry before and after operation. In patients with tinnitus at the time of facial spasm and closing eyelids, tinnitus improved almost in many cases. Of 57 patients, 8 (5 with sensorineural hearing loss, 3 with conductive hearing loss) had postoperative hearing impairments in operated ears, and 7 (7 with sensorineural hearing loss) had in the other ears, too. Of 7 patients having sensorineural hearing loss observed for several months, 4 having slight sensorineural hearing loss recovered at the same hearing level before operation. In 2 patients having profound sensorineural hearing loss, however, hearing improvement did not observed in each case.